More aid
planned
for kids
with Down
syndrome

The Down Syndrome Association
of Singapore revealed yesterday
that it plans to do more to give chil-
dren with the condition the help
theyneed froman earlier age.

In November, it willlaunch a pro-
gramme which will involve bring-

-ing in overseas specialists. While
-exact details are still being firmed
up, these experts would teach par- -
ents how to care for infants and
toddlers of up to 36 months old.

The association believes that ear-
ly intervention can help children
with the syndrome progress fur-
therinlife. :

It is also planning to start an in-
dependent living centre next year
to equip young adults with Down
syndrome with the skills neces-
saryto care forthemselves.

Trainers will teach them how to
cook, organise and manage their
personal space, and maintain per-
sonal safety, among other things.

- These plans were spelt out by
Mr Moses Lee, executive director
of the Down Syndrome Associa-
tion, at the association’s charity ga-
la dinner last night. He highlight-

“ed how the number of members
has grown from 500 in 2011, to
more than 700 active members to-
day. He said they motivate the
board and the staffto build “alega-
cy that embraces diversity and in-
clusiveness in our society”.

Worldwide, the condition af-
fects one in every 700 babies. In
2011, it was estimated that 30 ba-
bies with the chromosomal abnor-
mality are born here each year.
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